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T 32TIFE STORY

100 episodes of this syndicated television séfes chronicled ».
the adventures of Superman when he was Stl" ateen . am

NAME: The Adventures Of
Superboy

MEDIUM: Television
AIRDATES: 1988-1992
CAST: Superboy/Clark Kent
(John Haymes Newton, Sea-
son One; Gerard Christo-
pher, Seasons Two-Four),”
Lana Lang (Stacy Haiduk),
Lex Luthor (Scott Wells, Sea-
son One; Sherman Howard,
Seasons 2-4)

HISTORY: Airing in syndi- -

cation, the series (which
was produced by llya Sal-
kind, who produced the first
three Christopher Reeve Su-
perman films) originally
starred John Haymes New-
ton in the dual roles of Su-
perboy and Clark Kent,
though with season two he
was replaced by Gerard
Christopher. The show had
the Boy Of Steel interacting
with Lana Lang as they
worked for the school paper
at Shuster University. Begin-
ning in season three they
would switch over to The Bu-
reau For Extra-Normal Mat-
ters, a government agency
investigating paranormal
events. While the first half
of the show'’s first season
was decidedly real world-
based in terms of storylines
and settings, beginning
with the second half and
carrying through the end

of its run was much more
of an embracing of the
character’s comic book
mythology.
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John Haymes New-
ton’s one season as
" Superboy was marred
~ by subpar scripts and
fairly atrocious pro-
" duction values. Added
* to that, he also simply
. did not want to play the
~ dual role of Clark Kent
© in the way that Chris-
| topher Reeve had,
which the producers
wanted him to do.
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i John H Newton said
: of beingeast “} was Visiting
: | the ﬂlm studios‘hlwntnmg
rton, NC on vacation with-my
bmmﬂvm {cast;ngumm
s tagpdiod

serles Twas flownto ©
Florida to scremtesuﬁéﬁi |
‘lowing weekend. [Upon be- -
+ing cast] it-all felt like some
' dream. | ﬁmembee}ﬂné 3
Mppointed thatthey =
imerqn t calling it Thie Adven-
« tures Of Young Superman or
P something instead of Super-
: bay, which seemed to have
.wiess credence somehow.”

' In terms of his approach to
! the character, he most defi-

: nitely wanted to stay away

' from Christopher Reeve’s

. type of portrayal. ‘I had my

- own anti-Chris Reeve thing

! going on,” he explained,

- “which, looking back on it all,

' | feel like I'overdid it. | wish

i I had made Clark more ‘inse-
i cure’ instead of ‘not-nerdy.’

i 1 also realized about halfway

i through that one of the

! things that makes Superman
i powerful isn’'t acting power-




ful as much as how everyone |  In season two, Newton

around him reacts to his + was replaced by Gerard

presence. | mean, | would fly } Christopher, who not only
“into a scene and the extras f looked more the part, but

would have absolutely no ! fully embraced the signifi-

reaction sometimes.” . cance of playing an incarna-

As noted above, Newton | tion of Superman.
left the show after the first : “I grew up with Superman

season, which, he said, was : and he’s a real slice of Amer- ;b

his decision.“The p[oducers " |c culture,_phnstopher en-

ask ‘back repeatedly,” es. “When | Wwas achild, .
-Phe said. “1 asked for a ;n;ali -

raise (20/0) due to the o permam saw first. M¥ up-
,amount of dange?o 1s.stunt Fio n‘mst'
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Ggrge Reeves was the Su- ] : fans who sent me.

dme " ~and weréincréﬂ-

. thing to do,” he

' continues, “to see
1 the effect this

i character has on
1 Kids — on all

: people — all over
' the world. It was
) alittle bit scary,

1 but a lot of fun.,

! | got a lot of par-
1 ticipation frem
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“while. Mvate.prméi? it. I's not like . most obseure things that . | daunting, just to fit in some

.mademe‘W%ok “ “i.doing any other characters.

l

* perman is something that
1 will always linger with me.
hephtwas wtty awesome

A return to basics came
with the arrival of Ge-
rard Christopher in the
role of Superboy in sea-

_ son two. Back was the

% more nerdish Clark
Kent, and in place of

4 ﬁxed high school bas-
ketball games came
villains stralght from

¥ the comic books.

"+ Roles come and go, but Su- -

- way into the whole mold of

i what's been created in the
“i Superman legend. It was

! amazing — a fantastic

: experience.” LS

; 1 'were just amazing. And it
; ; turned into a great experi-
- ‘enceyone that | couldn’t

! have imagined when

» | started out. it waspxetty




